THE KRISHNA IDOL OF PENUKONDA        115

might be inside : it might be some treasure. So
he came in the evening by himself and looked in,
He could not make out what there was within
because of the darkness, but was also afraid to
get in. So he decided to come in the morning and
see. But by this time other people had heard that
this man had lighted upon a treasure trove. This
rumour brought the servants of the government
to the spot. Some men were sent into the
cellar to see what there was in it. In one corner,
at the point where they descended, they found
some large earthen pots. One of them still
had the grease of very old ghee. Against the
wall in front there stood an image of Krishna. It
is said that there was a small flute made of gold
in the hands of the image. Lying in two lines in
front of the image were some bones and two
skulls. In the corner at the distance, close to the
wall, lay another heap of bones with a skull.

Critics of art considered the image of Krishna
a beautiful piece of work, Even other people
could see its exceeding beauty. Images like this,
not installed in a temple and not receiving wor-
ship, are specially welcome to antiquarians as
helping study. The authorities sent the image to
the Oriental Arts section of the Museum, The
bones were sent to the College of Surgeons for the